The Christia.n Iuheritance-

* The Eollowmg is the letter addressed. by- -
the Rt. Rev. Dr. Thomas Kunalacherry,’“"
Bishop of Changanacherry, to the Presi--
dent of the Travancorc Lagislative
Council: — ‘

“In connection with the Christian
Inheritance Bill, now before the Legis-
lative Council, T have the honour to
bring to your kind notice the followmg
facts:— -

(1) The Syrian Christian Commuanity
of Travancore has been in - existenz¢ for
many centuries, forming as it dccs at
present, one of the foremost Communitiss
in the State. The law cf inhentance
amongst them ‘has been alike clear and
satisfactory all along. From time im-
memorial, the same <usfom has been
mainhained intact, property passing on
to the male issune, females having .no
share {herein. This fact was referred
to <o early as 1599 by Archbishdp. Alexis,
in the famous Synod of Dinmper, where
he savs that “‘only males inherit the pro-
porty of their father, females have np
share thereof”. ([Vide Decree ‘{\
Article IX).

(2) Another source of 1mportant evi-
dence is the Il Viaggis all Indie
Orientali” a book: written in Ttalian-by
the first Carmelite Missionary Bishop of
Verapoly and printed in . Vegice .in
1683 A. D. The keen ingight of the
writer and the long period during which
he closely worked among the Syrlans of
Malabar fully enabléd him to give such
a vivid description of what prévailed
during his time, that I quoze hls words
below:—

“The sons inherit the property of thé
father equally. The daughters are given
dowries, for which no security is -given
by the husband, Nor does he use it at -
will without the consent of the wife or
her relatives. Should she die  without
issue, the dowry is retdrned te the nearest
relations. A widow manages the pro.
perty withoauvcurators or trustees. Bat
she cannot incur any debt without the
consent of the nearest relations.” - (Vigde
Book ii chapter V on the Customs &c of -
the St. Thomas Obnshans)

3. Hundreds of years have passed yet
this system has proved - so satisfactory
that even to thid day, pedple:Havio strict
conformed to it. The documents in private
families,( such as sale-deeds and partitiag-
deeds) the various Settlement records,
not to speaks of Church documents; witl =
all bear out the trath of tbe above -re-:
mark, females figuring nowhere therein,
@al4. Under the proposed change,- far -
from prdfoting peace. and; good—will,
the moment that a girl is mamed she
will become & catse: of- ‘rupture. . Her
husband and other new relations would -
be keen about separating het share from
the main estate; partition . and litigation *
naturally . follow, and anited fam‘ly ex* ¥
istenee aitogether “ganished. - The in<~
novation is quite foreign to the spirit of :
the people here, though it may be all
right in Buropean oount,rlcs To force it
suddenly upon the unpreparced Community
will be felt as a severe shock, S

5 1 submtt thergfore that the pre .-.f,‘_
vailing eustom’ has the sanctity of ‘age;
it i8 quite i keeping with the sentiments
of the people; it bas been tried -for hun"
dreds of years® and proved thécughly
satisfactory end it. affords a reasonable
safeguard for the retention of an estate in -
the family of its original acquirer. - The
dowry system, as it is, sufficiently pro.
tects the interests of women. May 1 yes.
quest, in conclusiop, that you will kindly
see, in the enactment of the law, the
following points receive due attention.

(i) Daughters to have right to main-
tenance and right for, dowrv at the time
of marriage but nothmg more,

(ii) A widow whether she be a mother
or not be allowed decent maintenance
from out of the property of her husband
terminable by her remarriage or' by "her
death, whichever- takes 'place “eatlier.’

(iii) A widower to havé o title to the -
property of his deceased wife,

(iv) Maternal relations be “not per--
mitted any ‘claim in thé “family estate.

6. The importance of the pre.senp'
situation and the keen sense thatg our
benign Governmeunt is very anxious to
know the real interests of its devoted and
loyal subjects form my only reasons for
haviag brought the above remarksto
your notice.”




